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Featuring: ABBA, The Beatles, Bob Dylan,  

Bruce Springsteen, David Bowie, Eric Clapton,  

Jack Bruce, Jimi Hendrix, John Lennon,  

Led Zeppelin, Oscar Peterson, Pink Floyd,  

The Rolling Stones, The Sex Pistols  

and Tupac Shakur

From Rhythm & Blues and Rock & Roll to ‘70s pop and Gangsta Rap, the sound of over 50 years of 
popular music will fill Sotheby’s London galleries in September as it opens its doors for the ‘Rock & Pop’ 
exhibition and sale. Over 100 objects relating to the most celebrated and influential musicians of modern 
times, many of which have never been exhibited in public before and come directly from the artist’s 
themselves, will be brought together for this new event on the London calendar. Among the highlights are 
objects that changed the course of popular music in the 20th-century: the 1962 contract that cemented 
the relationship between Beatles and Brian Epstein, Bob Dylan’s typewritten lyrics for his revolutionary 
song ‘A Hard Rain’s A-Gonna Fall’ and the grand piano played by ABBA on their most celebrated songs. 

Visitors to the exhibition will be able to explore musical instruments, handwritten lyrics, stage costumes, 
historic photographs and personal effects relating to the greats of Rock and Pop while listening to the 
sounds that made them famous. Beats by Dr. Dre headphones will be installed at listening stations 
throughout the gallery, allowing visitors to immerse themselves in the music and bring these iconic 
objects to life. 

The auction, on Tuesday 29 September, will be preceded by a five day public exhibition at Sotheby’s  
New Bond Street galleries.

Please click here to browse the full sale catalogue.

http://www.sothebys.com/pdf/2015/L15414/index.html


THE BEATLES CONTRACT

The contract that launched the Beatles, binding 
together John Lennon, George Harrison, Paul 
McCartney & Ringo Starr with manager Brian 
Epstein, “The Fifth Beatle”, Est. £300,000-500,000. 

Signed just days before the release of the Beatles’ 
first single, ‘Love Me Do’, propelled the band on the 
most incredible journey in pop music history, this 
is the only management contract signed between the Beatles and Epstein after the band attained its 
final line-up of John Lennon, George Harrison, Paul McCartney, and Ringo Starr. 

Without this contract, and the relationship it represents, it seems inconceivable that the Beatles 
could have achieved all that they did: it took more than inspired musicianship and song-writing to 
remake popular music:  the presentation, direction, and internal harmony of the Beatles all owed 
a huge amount to Brian Epstein. More than a traditional manager, he was, as Paul McCartney has 
acknowledged, the fifth member of the band. The Beatles began to crumble after Epstein’s sudden 
death in August 1967. As Lennon put it on hearing the news, “We loved him and he was one of us.” 

Click here for more details.

THE ABBA PIANO

The first major piece of ABBA material 
to appear at auction and the instrument 
featured on their most celebrated songs, 
Est. £600,000-800,000.

From the opening refrain of ‘Mamma 
Mia’, to ‘Waterloo’, ‘Dancing Queen’ and 
‘Money, Money, Money’, the sound of 
this piano has resonated throughout 
countless bedrooms, headphones and 
dancefloors across the world. Truly unique, the piano was originally built for the American jazz pianist and 
composer Bill Evans (1929-1980) by the innovative Swedish designer Georg Bolin (1912-1993) and was later 
purchased by Metronome Studios (now Atlantis Grammofon) in Stockholm, where the instrument came to 
the attention of Benny Andersson of ABBA. Described by Benny as ‘a great source of inspiration’, it featured 
on virtually all of their recordings in the period 1973-1977. The first major piece of ABBA material to appear 
at auction, no other single instrument has featured more prominently in pop since the 1970s. 

Click here for more details.

HIGHLIGHTS

http://www.sothebys.com/en/auctions/ecatalogue/2015/rock-pop-l15414/lot.42.html
http://www.sothebys.com/en/auctions/ecatalogue/2015/rock-pop-l15414/lot.37.html


BOB DYLAN

The Never-Before-Seen Draft for ‘It’s A Hard 
Rain’s Gonna Fall’, Est. £150,000-200,000. 

In 1962, in a small room above the legendary 
Gaslight Folk Club in Greenwich Village, New York, 
the 21-year-old Bob Dylan, hunched at a typewriter, 
wrote what is widely considered one of the greatest 
songs in the history of rock music, ‘It’s A Hard Rain’s 
Gonna Fall’. Described by Rolling Stone magazine 
as “the greatest protest song by the greatest protest 
songwriter of his time”, the song marks a key artistic 
breakthrough by the most influential songwriter alive 
today. Typed across sixty lines, and annotated, revised and 
scratched out in Dylan’s own hand, this early draft offers a 
unique insight into the creative process behind the landmark 
song as it begins to take its final shape. Never-before-seen, it comes to sale from the family of Dylan’s 
friend Hugh Romney, or ‘Wavy Gravy’, the owner of the Gaslight Club where the song was written.

Click here for more details.

TUPAC SHAKUR

Handwritten lyrics for ‘Ambitionz Az A Ridah’,  
Est. £30,000-50,000.

‘Ambitionz Az A Ridah’ is the blistering opener of ‘All Eyez 
On Me’, an album generally accepted as a highpoint of 
1990s Gangsta Rap which brought together Tupac, the most 
compelling and dextrous rapper of his generation, with the 
awesome production skills of Dr Dre and Death Row Records. 
Recorded in LA over a two week period immediately after his 
release from jail in October 1995, the album was produced 
at an extraordinary moment in Tupac’s short, complex and 
violent life, when his every move generated headlines. When 
it was released less than four months later, it sold more 
than half a million copies in its first week.  The following 
September Tupac was shot and killed in Las Vegas.

‘Ambitionz Az A Ridah’ holds a special place in those extraordinary recording sessions of October 1995; 
it was the first track that Tupac laid down on his release. When the CEO of Death Row Records, Suge 
Knight, posted his $1.4m bail, he went straight to the recording studio: “The day he got out of jail, he didn’t 
go to the clubs. He didn’t go try to meet women. He went straight to the studio like he was on a mission’ 
(Dave Aron, engineer and mixer for the album). The lyrics, handwritten in jail, are the most 
significant Tupac material ever to come to auction. 

Click here for more details.

http://www.sothebys.com/en/auctions/ecatalogue/2015/rock-pop-l15414/lot.71.html
http://www.sothebys.com/en/auctions/ecatalogue/2015/rock-pop-l15414/lot.103.html


JACK BRUCE

35 lots from his collection including his 
favourite guitar, The Warwick Thumb Bass, 
Est. £80,000-100,000.

The sale will open with 35 lots from the 
collection of the great rock musician Jack 
Bruce, handpicked for the auction by the 
artist before his death last year. Simply 
as a member of Cream, alongside Eric 
Clapton and Ginger Baker, Jack Bruce 
deserves a prominent place in the history 
of rock music. During their brief career 
(1966-1968), they expanded the range and 
reach of the rock band, and established 
themselves as one of the most influential acts from rock’s most adventurous age. Jack Bruce was Cream’s 
fulcrum: their lead singer, bass player and – with lyricist Pete Brown – chief songwriter. He transformed the bass 
guitar into a vehicle for extravagant musical expression with all the panache and melodic brilliance of jazz giants.

Alongside 18 costumes worn on tours and concerts across the world, eight guitars, handwritten lyrics and 
musical manuscripts, the sale will include Jack Bruce’s favourite bass guitar, the Warwick Thumb Bass 
(est. £80,000-100,000). It was played at the Cream performance during their induction to the Rock and Roll 
Hall of Fame in 1993 and remained Bruce’s favoured instrument until the recording of Jack’s final album, 
Silver Rails, released in March 2014. Jack said of this bespoke, one-off guitar: “If something ever happened to 
my old Warwick Fretless Thumb Bass, then I might as well just hang it up [playing bass] entirely, because it is 
irreplaceable - I love it above all else.”

Click here for more details.

ERIC CLAPTON

Custom made Fender Stratocaster, Est. £15,000-25,000

The only three-time inductee to the Rock and Roll Hall 
of Fame, Eric Clapton is considered one of the most 
important and influential guitarists of all time. His Daphne 
Blue Signature Fender Stratocaster, custom built in 
2009, was used extensively on stage until autumn 2011, 
and was notably his main stage guitar at The Crossroads 
Guitar Festival, Chicago, in 2010. One of three Daphne Blue Fender Stratocasters made for Clapton, the red 
paper dot on the back of this guitar’s headstock, and the labels on its case “Daphne Blue 1” indicate that 
this particular guitar was Clapton’s main Daphne Blue Stratocaster; the other two partner guitars were the 
spares for it. The guitar is now being sold to benefit the Luke Rees-Pulley Charitable Trust, established by 
Luke’s family after his death in 2005. In memory of Luke’s passion for his job as a London bus driver, the 
Trust now works to promote safe travel in Greater London and supports numerous 
projects relating to public transport throughout the city. 

Click here for more details.

http://www.sothebys.com/en/auctions/ecatalogue/2015/rock-pop-l15414/lot.36.html
http://www.sothebys.com/en/auctions/ecatalogue/2015/rock-pop-l15414/lot.66.html


UNHEARD COMPOSITIONS BY  
JAZZ LEGEND OSCAR PETERSON

Released to celebrate the artist’s 90th birthday, 
Est. £20,000-30,000 

Oscar Peterson, who died in 2007 aged 82, is considered 
one of the all-time great Jazz pianists, winning eight 
Grammy Awards during a career in which he released over 
200 recordings. In celebration of the 90th anniversary of 
his birth, Warner Music Denmark have produced a unique, 
single-issue album “Take Me Home” by The Oscar Peterson 
Legacy Quartet. Featuring previously unrecorded and 
unreleased original Oscar Peterson compositions, the 
album of ten tracks is a swinging, sparkling gem, packed 
with fabulous melodies, soaring improvisations and vibrant 
musical interaction. The album will be released in just a single copy for Sotheby’s sale. 

Click here for more details.

NOTES TO EDITORS

Auction in London, Tuesday 29 September 2015, 2.30pm 
Sotheby’s, 34–35 New Bond Street London, W1A 2AA 
Estimates range from £300 – £800,000.

Exhibition dates:  
Thursday 24 September, 9 am – 4.30 pm  
Friday 25 September, 9 am – 4.30 pm  
Sunday 27 September, 12 noon – 5 pm  
Monday 28 September, 9 am – 4.30 pm 

Enquiries: +44 (0)20 7293 6000 
Rosamund Chester  rosamund.chester@sothebys.com 
Toby Skeggs  toby.skeggs@sothebys.com 

http://www.sothebys.com/en/auctions/ecatalogue/2015/rock-pop-l15414/lot.85.html
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